* io            Idea and Scope of a Miracle.

in view, as it is no uncommon practice with those who
are ill-affected to the cause of Revealed Religion to
dwell upon such Miracles as at the present day rather
require than contribute evidence, as if they formed a
part of the present proof on which it rests its preten-
sions.d

In the foregoing remarks, the being of an intelli-
gent Maker has been throughout assumed; and,
'indeed, if the peculiar object of a Miracle be to
evidence a message from God, it is plain that it
implies the admission of the fundamental truth, and
demands assent to another beyond it. His particular
interference it directly proves, while it only reminds
of His existence.^ It professes to be the signature of
God to a message delivered by human instruments;
and therefore supposes that signature in some degree
already known, from His ordinary works. It appeals
to that moral sense and that experience of human
affairs which already bear witness to His ordinary
presence. Considered by itself, it is at most but the
token of a superhuman being. Hence, though an
additional instance, it is not a distinct species of

d See Hume, On Miracles : " Let us examine those Miracles
related in Scripture, and, not to lose ourselves in too wide a
field, let us confine ourselves to such as we find in the Penta-
teuch, etc. It gives an account of the state of the world and
of human nature entirely different from the present; of our fall
from that state; of the age of man extended to near a thou-
sand years," etc. See Berkeley's "Minute Philosopher/'
Dial. vi. Sec. 30.